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The benefits and risks
of the blade implant

According to the Harvard Conference
Guide-Lines, my methods results and ana-
lyses and discussion was carried out to the
best of my ability.

Under separatc sub-headings; practice
characteristics, blade placement technique,
follow-ups, removal criteria, practice in-
fluence on the data, data completeness,
adequacy of standards of conference, be-
nefits, complications, morbidity, restrictions
on implants and considerations not consi-
dered in the conference, are all discussed.

Most radiographs show two dates: the
insertion date and the date the last xray
was taken.

Placement Technique
a. My current technique is as follows:
(1) incision of the mucopericsteal tis-
sues to at least 1'2 times the mesio-distal

length of the blade;

(2) refllection of the tissues with a
broadfaced periosteal elevator;

(3) a clean, deep and thin groove made
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on the lingual side of the crest in mandi-
bles and on the palatal side of the crest in
maxillac so as te allow a maximum amount
of bone flanking the blades buccally and
labially to be possible. The groove should
be made as deep as from the apices of the
blade to the bottom of the post or deeper;
and as long as the mesiodistal length of
the blade or slightly longer but not shorter.
The groove must also be made as narrow
as possible bucco-lingually;

(4) the blade is gently tapped into po-
sition so that the bottom of the post rests
on the alveolar crest and the shoulders are
buried equally throughout their length. 1f
there is a variance in the alveolar height
then the high areas of the bone are evened
down to the lower areas so that the entire
length of the shoulders will be buried
cqually;

(3) the tissues are sutured closed and
from 5 to 7 days they are removed.

b. My earliest technique was started late
in 1967 and my early literature stated
« bury the shoulder flush with or slightly
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